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Mueller report finds links 
to Russia, no conspiracy 
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Attorney General William Barr speaks Thursday at a news conference before the release of Robert Mueller’s report on the investigation into Russian election 


interference. ERIK S. LESSER/EPA-EFE 


Special 
counsel 
refuses 

to clear 
Trump of 
wrongdoing 


Inside 


i Democrats request 
Mueller testimony. 4A 


I Questions lingering 
over Trump. 5A 

I ‘A good day’: Trump 
claims victory. 5A 


Kevin Johnson, Kristine Phillips, Bart Jansen 
and Tom Vanden Brook usa TODAY 


WASHINGTON - Members of President Donald 
Trump’s campaign showed interest in benefiting 
from Russian government efforts to sway the 2016 
presidential election in his favor, but investigators 
did not find evidence that their conduct amounted to 
a crime, special counsel Robert Mueller said in a 
long-awaited report revealed Thursday. 

The investigation that shadowed Trump’s presi- 


dency for two years produced a trove of new details 
that described a president and his associates on the 
cusp of violating the law in their attempts to benefit 
from the Kremlin’s activities and in trying to thwart 
the inquiries that followed. And in dramatic and pro- 
fane language, the report showed Trump believed the 
probe would end his presidency. 

Investigators found that some of Trump’s aides en- 
gaged in contacts with people linked to the Russian re- 


See REPORT, Page 8A 


Priebus to Trump before Comey meeting: ‘Don’t talk about Russia’ 


Mary Spicuzza, Daniel Bice and Bill Glauber 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


Reince Priebus, the Wisconsin Republican who 
was President Donald Trump’s first chief of staff, said 
he gave his boss a simple message before a pivotal 
private meeting with then-FBI Director James Comey 
in early 2017. 

“Don’t talk about Russia, whatever you do,” Prie- 


bus recalled telling Trump during an interview with 
investigators in the Mueller probe. 

This was one of a number of incidents that directly 
involved Priebus, who rose from being the Wisconsin 
Republican Party chairman to Trump’s chief of staff 
for the first seven months of his administration. 

The long-awaited Mueller report has Priebus at the 
center of such events as the ouster of former National 


See PRIEBUS, Page 6A 


Vos: No approval for changes to Foxconn deal 


Speaker stands by claim 
of 13,000 new jobs 


Patrick Marley and Molly Beck 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


MADISON - Assembly Speaker Robin 
Vos attacked Gov. Tony Evers as naive 
Thursday and said he wouldn't be able to 
win approval of changes to Wisconsin’s 
job-creation deal with electronics-mak- 
er Foxconn Technology Group. 

In an appearance on WISN-AM (1130), 
the Rochester Republican told host Jay 
Weber any changes to the agreement 


would be worse for taxpayers and 
claimed the company was committed to 
creating 13,000 jobs in Wisconsin de- 
spite saying it would build a smaller 
plant than originally envisioned. 

Foxconn on Thursday reiterated its 
pledge to create 13,000 jobs, a commit- 
ment the company has stuck with 
through multiple changes to other as- 
pects of its plans. 

Evers said Wednesday that the com- 
pany would not create as many jobs as 
promised and that he wanted to renego- 
tiate the state’s deal with the company 
that is worth up to $3 billion. With local 
incentives, the total package could be 
worth as much as $4 billion. 


Vos on Thursday said, “The only thing 
that could happen is to make the deal 
worse for Wisconsin. 

“Why would we ever want that?” Vos 
said. “Either fewer jobs or fewer invest- 
ments. It is beyond my level of under- 
standing to think that a governor of Wis- 
consin is basically rooting for the failure 
of the largest economic development in 
our state’s history.” 

Evers said the contract may need to be 
“downsized” because the company’s 
plans have changed. He said it was pre- 
mature to say what changes were neces- 
sary and aides declined to say whether 
the incentives included in the deal 
should be altered. 


On Thursday, Foxconn issued a state- 
ment pledging to create jobs in Wiscon- 
sin. 

“Foxconn remains committed to our 
contract with the State of Wisconsin, as 
well as continuing to work with Governor 
Evers and his team in a forthcoming and 
transparent manner,” the company said 
in its statement. 

Two industry experts on Thursday 
speculated that the manufacturing plant 
itself could require as few as 2,000 em- 
ployees. 

Bob O’Brien, co-founder and presi- 
dent of industry research firm Display 


See FOXCONN, Page 12A 


Is Giannis fatigued? 


Some signs indicate the Bucks 
superstar is laboring. 1B 


Police pursuits rise 155% 


The increase over 2018 comes after a change in 
policy that allows pursuit of reckless drivers. 3A 


Weather 


High 49° I Low 40° 


Partly cloudy. Forecast, 8E ©2019 
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